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A pretty great party happened for me on Saturday, January 14™ at
Miami Boat Club. It was really something. Mr. Knepp and his "side kick" Mike
Minniear came and rang the bell and made a little speech. Ed Humphries gave
me a certificate saying I was a pretty good guy and it was endorsed by the
Clermont County Board of Commissioners. My parents, brothers and sisters
organized local businesses, family and friends to provide loads and loads of
food and beverages. (Wow, there was a lot.)

We had football games, warm fires, and Matt Snow came to sing with
Marilyn Monroe. But I think what I loved the most and what I will remember
the best is that so many people seemed so happy that evening as we all sang,
danced, laughed and drank some beers together. I had a fantastic time
everyone. Thank you for making my 50™ Birthday such a blast.

Johnny Vilardo - 50 years and Loving it!
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Milford resident Johnny Vilardo, center, took the golfgold medal in Level 4 mne-hole stroke play at the national Speclal
Olympics in June in New Jersey. THANKS TO JOHN WRIGHT

By Mark D. Motz
mmotz@communitypress.com

MILFORD — Not every-
one rolls into town ndmg

country in the national
Special Olympic golf tour-
nament June 16 to 18 in
Princeton, New Jersey. Po-
lice and fire personnel
from Milford and Miami
Township met him on the
way home and gave him a
lift to the Milford Skyline
for his victory celebration.

This after having a po-
lice escort into Princeton
at the start of the games
and being featured on Co-
lumbus television as the
Ohio Special Olympics
delegation left for compe-
tition in private Cessna
jets. To say nothing of his
dinner cruise around Man-

hattan one night during
the games.

“The hoopla around
him has been amazing,”
said Susan Vilarda, John-
ny’s sister and roommate.

“The 52-year-
said matter of factly,
made some fantastlc
shots.”

Among them was a 26-
foot birdie in the final
round, during which he
needed only 15 putts. “I
shot 44 (over nine holes at
the Mercer County Golf
Course) the first day and

was leading by se
strokes. Then I Jus‘l?&
onatear”

He finished with

rounds of 47 and 42 for a
133 total; the next closer

" player carded a 150.

“It was fantastic,” he
said. “I had a little bit of
tears at the end. I just
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£ ngercourtesy clerk at

thought of my dad (who
died two years ago this No-

vember). He was looking

down on me, looking out

for me. My dad taught us

how to play golf.”
Vilardo - who has beena

_store the last
ea _-,had plenty of

hxmself as disabled,” Su-

san Vilardo said. “He was
born with a club foot and

oneleglonger thantheoth- -

er. He had a lot of opera-
tions as a kid. He grew up
with a cast on his foot and
wore a brace for a long
time.

“When he was maybe 3
or4 years old, he was diag-
nosed with mental retar-
dation, what we now would
call mild cerebral palsy
and autistic tendencies.
But in those days, the pro-
fessional recommenda-
tion was to have him insti-
tutionalized. That just
wasn’t an option in our

Milford man wins galf gold

“Johnnyandmybreth—
ers developed an interest:
in and passion for golf.
Johnny really developed -
this talent. He has this |

just crushes it
amazed.  now

wholmsmeeﬁ' 2
h1m play when they react
to how well he hits it.

“He also has quite the
eye. I've never known him
to lose a ball. And he is al-
ways finding balls in the
woods. We have balls he
found all over our house.”

Vilardo took up the
game at age 10 or 11 and
has fond memories play-
ing with his dad at Terrace
Park Country Club. Now
he usually plays at least
once a week at Cedar
Trace Golf Course in Sto-
nelick Township.

“It takes practice,” he
said. “But I love to play. I
play whenever I can, real-
ly.1loveit.”




