
JENNIFER MCDONEL TESTIMONIAL 

When Jim McDonel passed away his family remembered that the only thing he wanted per his funeral instructions,                                                          

was that the old New Orleans spiritual “Just A Closer Walk with Thee” was played as he entered and left the church.                                                                    

His daughter-in-law Jennifer, an accomplished musician and Professor of Jazz Studies,                                                                                                                         

found The Casino Players Jazz Ensemble online from her home in Virginia,                                                                                                                                                            

and arranged for them to accompany her and the church musician in Lebanon Ohio at the service                                                                                                          

in a Pete Fountain-style performance as she played the clarinet.                                                                                                                                                                       

The entrance was as a dirge, and the exit had a lively bounce as his celebration of life concluded. 

 

 


